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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted pursuant to the duty 
of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 - 1.98 in 
connection with the above-identified application. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the references cited herein and on the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08a be considered in the present application and listed on the face of 
any eventuating patent. 

Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in a communication from the British Patent Office in related co-pending Great 
Britain Patent Application No. GB 0418174.9. 

A copy of each non-U.S. patent reference is e^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^3^ ^^^3^ ^^^^^^^^ 
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Information Disclosure Statement 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Number-Kind Code^ 


US-5,564,101 A 


10/08/1996 


Eisfeld 


US-6,005,508 A 


12/21/1999 


Tsui 


US-6,486,795 B1 


11/26/2002 


Sobel et al. 


US-2003/0073417 A1 


04/17/2003 


Nantz et al. 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Number-Kind Code^ 


DE 10226294 A1 


12/24/2003 


Leopold Kostal GmbH 



REMARKS 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
Statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1. 97(d) (2), the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement fee set forth in 37 CFR §1.17(p) of 
$180.00 to Deposit Accoxmt Number 06-1135 (Trans. No. 30000). The Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any other fees which may be required in this commimication imder 37 C.F.R. 
§§1.16-1.17 to Deposit Accoimt No. 06-1135. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any other fees which may be 
required in this communication xmder 37 C.F.R. §§1.16-1.17 to Deposit Accoimt No. 06-1135. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery 
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120 South LaSalle Street 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901 .04. ^ Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ** For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign 
of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document 
under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^ Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



